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“Build-up God’s House!”

Haggai Speaks to the Modern Christian

Lesson 1: Put First Things First (Haggai 1:1-15)

Lesson 2: Find Strength in His Promises (Haggai 2:1-9)

Lesson 3: Trust in His Blessings (Haggai 2:10-23)

Opening Prayer: Lord God, you have promised great things for your believers. Forgive us when we become impatient for those great things to happen. Show us today that whenever your Word is preached a glorious peace is proclaimed, even when we don’t see glorious results. In your Son’s name we pray. Amen. 
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Review: Spend the next 90 seconds filling in the timeline below as best you can.
Haggai 2:1-3 A Faded Glory?
1. Compare Haggai 1:15 with Haggai 2:1. About how much time has passed since the building process had restarted? 

2. Many of the older people wept when they saw the new temple.  Why?

3. Why would the Israelites of Haggai’s day probably not be able to duplicate the outward glory of Solomon’s temple? (cf. 1 Chronicles 22:5 David said, “My son Solomon is young and inexperienced, and the house to be built for the Lord should be of great magnificence and fame and splendor in the sight of all the nations. Therefore I will make preparations for it.” So David made extensive preparations before his death.)
4. How can remembering the “good-ol’-days” be a bad thing when it comes to doing God’s work?

Haggai 2:4, 5 A Glorious Promise
5. If the people thought the Lord would not accept this new temple, they were wrong.  How did God deal with their disappointment and discouragement? 

6. How can remembering the “good-ol’-days” be a good thing when it comes to doing God’s work? 

7. Name some moments when these words of God: “Be strong…and work. For I, the Lord of hosts, am with you” were or might be a good comfort and encouragement to…

· you – 

· our congregation – 

Haggai 2:6-9 A Greater Glory!
8. In Haggai 2:6 the Lord promised to shake things up among the nations. How had he done this in connection with Israel’s return to Jerusalem? (cf. Isaiah 45:11-13) How will God shake the nations in the future? (cf. Hebrews 12:26-28)



9. In Haggai 2:9 God says the glory of the new temple would outshine that of Solomon’s temple.  How?


10. “Desired of all nations.”  The title Desire of Nations has traditionally been understood as a title of Christ, the one desired by the nations.  But the Hebrew verb “come” is plural.  Who, then, are the “desired of all nations?”

11. How does 2:9 also speak against the “good-ol’-days” mindset within the church?

12. According to Haggai 2:9, what really makes a church “beautiful” to the Lord?

13. Respond: Since it is God’s Word of forgiveness that makes a church “beautiful,” we should just spend our offerings on getting the Word out and not building a costly building in which to worship. 

Summary:  Rather than dwelling on the past, the Lord wants us to focus on the opportunities to build up his house today. Though there may be significant challenges, we can find strength to do the work that needs to be done in his glorious promises. God Almighty (the Lord of Hosts) promises to be with us and cause his Spirit to work in and through us. He promises to bring true glory and peace to his Church through the good news of Christ. This gospel will draw people from all nations and will build up his house. May the Spirit of God inspire us all to send out that powerful gospel to the world with all that we are and have! 
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Isaiah 45:11     “This is what the Lord says— the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker: Concerning things to come, do you question me about my children, or give me orders about the work of my hands? 12     It is I who made the earth and created mankind upon it. My own hands stretched out the heavens; I marshaled their starry hosts. 13     I will raise up Cyrus﻿ in my righteousness: I will make all his ways straight. He will rebuild my city and set my exiles free, but not for a price or reward, says the Lord Almighty.” 





Hebrews 12:26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”﻿c﻿ 27 The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 


28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 





21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been conceived. 


22 When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss﻿ your servant in peace. 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 





Isaiah 60:1-5 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you. 3 Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come to you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the arm. 5 Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the nations will come. 
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